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Abstract:

Although Canada is often portrayed as a multicultural, benevolent, liberal society, the
experiences of Black peoples, Indigenous peoples and Peoples of Colour living in Canada point
to the problematic of ongoing anti-Black racism, Indigenous erasures and anti-immigrant
sentiments, while perpetuating White Eurocentric dominance. Research demonstrates that
schools and school curricula play an important role in perpetuating these problems (e.g., Abdou,
2017; Calderon, 2014; Poole, 2012). But how might curricula and available teaching resources
specifically be contributing to Canada’s underlying narratives of White Eurocentric dominance?
There is a growing body of literature that demonstrates problematic discourses in the curriculum
for Indigenous peoples (e.g., Battiste, 2013; Calderon, 2014; Tuck & Gaztambide-Fernandez,
2013). In this paper, we specifically interrogate anti-Blackness and Orientalism. We outline the
various findings of critical discourse analyses that we conducted on secondary school textbooks
used in Quebec and Manitoba to teach world history and ancient civilizations. By comparing
these two contexts, we offer new perspectives on the ways that Canadian curricula are
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constructed as dominant White-centric narratives by depending on the logics of Orientalism and
anti-Blackness. Building on previous textbook analyses, we attempt to bring critical perspectives
to problematize dominant norms that contribute to the oppressions of Black peoples and
Peoples of Colour in the Canadian context and to provide insights on a potential way forward
for more inclusive and balanced representations. While our textual analyses do not directly
address representations of Indigenous peoples in curricula, we hope this contribution will help
draw attention to some common exclusionary approaches and representations that need to be
questioned and challenged.
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