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Abstract:

Understanding how Ontario Ministry of Education (OME) early years’ curriculum and framework
documents, such as The Kindergarten Program (OME, 2016), How Does Learning Happen? (OME,
2014) and ELECT (BSEPEL, 2007) set the expectations for fostering gender and identity formation
is increasingly vital in contemporary society. Educators need to understand how the mandated
documents feed their practice and influence what is understood by educators as “appropriate”
gendered practices and identities. Drawing on a poststructural feminist perspective (Blaise &
Taylor, 2012), the authors examine these early years’ documents for systemic or structural
aspects that suggest the formation of specific gender identities. Specifically, this study explores
the language and systemic gender beliefs contained in the three documents identified above.
The study also examines how specific ideologies may influence gender identity formation in
young children. The authors expect to find that these curriculum and framework documents do
not support educators in fostering the formation of gender identities, particularly those which
are outside of heteronormative expectations.

Keywords: gender; identity; early years; curriculum; Ontario

49
Journal of the Canadian Association for Curriculum Studies (JCACS)
La Revue de l'association canadienne pour I'étude du curriculum (RACEC)

Vol. 18, No. 1, 2020



Gender and Identity in Early Curriculum Documents

References

Best Start Expert Panel on Early Learning. (2007). £arly learning for every child today: A framework for
Ontario early childhood settings. Ministry of Children and Youth Services.

Blaise, M., & Taylor, A. (2012). Using queer theory to rethink gender equity in early childhood
education. National Association for the Education of Young Children, 88-97.

Ontario Ministry of Education. (2014). How does learning happen? Ontario’s pedagogy for the early
years: A resource about learning through relationships for those who work with young
children and their families. http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/HowLearningHappens.pdf

Ontario Ministry of Education. (2016). The kindergarten program. https://www.ontario.ca/
document/kindergarten-program-2016?_ga=2.7311026.1800215245.1594476851-
1801815584.1594476851

Biographical Notes

Sara DiMarco is a registered early childhood educator (ECE). She is an MA candidate in
education at Western University and a part-time ECE professor at Fanshawe College. Her research
interests include educator training, gender and inclusive education. She hopes to pursue a PhD in the
future.

Carla Ruthes Coelho is a PhD candidate at Western University in London, Ontario. Her passion
for education crosses borders; she worked as a teacher in Brazil and as an early childhood educator
in Canada. Her research interests include curriculum, literacies, gender and sexualities in early
childhood.

JCACS / RACEC 50



	Sara DiMarco
	Carla Ruthes Coelho
	Western University
	Abstract:
	Keywords: gender; identity; early years; curriculum; Ontario
	References
	Biographical Notes

