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Abstract:
This research project is centered around five participating elementary teachers and how they
created space for multimodal, literacy-based curricula in their classrooms using culturally
responsive teaching (Nieto, 2017, 2018) for social justice. This presentation is a reflection on this
focus. For example, Cassidy, a grade three teacher in a diverse urban school, shared that her
pedagogy is “always social justice because I want my kids to be change agents if they can be. If I
can just teach them how to be more understanding of each other and of humanity; and just be
able to see people as humans.” The teachers shared how attending professional development
workshops on oppression and discrimination helped them build resources that focused on
inclusion and equity. Comprehensive interviews and analyses of pedagogical tools and designs
provided knowledge about the multimodal resources, tools and activities that helped the
teachers build effective social justice-focused curriculum. The interviews and analyses also
provided insight into their struggles and successes as well as their ongoing pedagogical goals. A
New Literacies perspective (Coiro et al., 2008) helped reveal how these teachers collaborate, plan
and create equitable learning spaces and opportunities in their classrooms. The study also
highlights how these teachers built opportunities for multimodal teaching and learning and how
they developed their culturally responsive teaching practices.

Keywords: multimodal learning and teaching; literacy educators; social justice issues
_______________________________________________________________
24

Journal of the Canadian Association for Curriculum Studies (JCACS)
La Revue de l'association canadienne pour l'étude du curriculum (RACÉC)
Vol. 18, No. 1, 2020

Spaces for Students To Be Change Agents
References
Coiro, J., Knobel, M., Lankshear, C., & Leu, D. (2008). Central issues in new literacies and new literacies
research. In J. Coiro, M. Knobel, C. Lankshear & D. Leu (Eds.), The handbook of research in new

literacies (pp. 1-21). Lawrence Erlbaum.
Nieto, S. (2017). Language, culture, and teaching: Critical perspectives. (3rd ed.) Routledge.
Nieto, S., & Bode, P. (2018). Affirming diversity: The sociopolitical context of multicultural education
(7th ed.). Pearson.

Biographical Note
Carol Doyle-Jones, PhD, is an assistant professor in the Ontario Educational Studies
Department, College of Education at Niagara University. Her research centers on understanding what
it means to be an educator in the 21st century, with a focus on teacher collaboration, multimodal
texts and designs, and our culturally diverse classrooms.

JCACS / RACÉC

25

